DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

France, and be taking a mean advantage of her in-
ability to protest. It would be a most greedy action.
I own I can't for a moment understand your suggesting
it. What we intend to do we shall do without Prince
Bismarck's permission, for he has repeatedly mentioned
it to Lord Odo Russell. . . . How can we protest against
Russia's doings, if we do the same ourselves? 5Jl

When the Queen wrote in that style, the recipient
(with the invariable exception of Mr. Gladstone) ex-
perienced a sinking feeling, and those who knew her
best sank deepest. This was the effect on the Crown
Princess; the mixture of Mamma and Her Majesty,
of personality and prestige, produced the desired
descent. She hastened to explain that when she
said that England in Bismarck's and her opinion
<c ought" to take Egypt she only meant that she
hoped Egypt would soon be " ours,53 She did not
mean that England ought to annex Egypt, but that
her influence ought to be " virtually " paramount
there, though how and when this should be done
was " quite another thing," and about that she had
no further suggestion to offer.2

During the autumn months the Russian armies
marching on Constantinople were held up by the
siege of Plevna, but when Plevna fell the way was
open. In these five months the Crown Princess re-
covered her nerve and reversed her policy, no longer
exhorting her mother to take Egypt, and thus despoil
the Turks of their most important suzerainty, but to
support them against Russia by every means in

1 Letters of Queen Victoria, II, ii, pp. 549-550.

1 Ponsonby, Letters of Empress Frederick, pp. 152^ 153,
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